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  The Holy Cross Herald   ❖  October 2019 
The Episcopal Church of the Holy Cross    +    51 West Main Street    +    North East, PA 

      ”By the power of the holy cross… 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Wine Festival report 

Another Wine Festival is over, and the 
pie-report again commands shock and 
awe.  Despite a late start in sales, after the 
tent was taken down by wind, total pies 
made and sold or given away were 463; 
total earnings were almost $7000.  Debby 
Seifert, long-time co-ordinator, is seeking 
to pass on her responsibilities, which led 
to discoveries about the complexity of the 
job.  Kelly McDonald ably managed pie-
production and publicity; got the tent up 
and beautifully decorated; and the faith-
ful sales-force hung in, in more wind, till 
late on Sunday.  The staff is already 
planning next year’s effort, with new as-
signments for the many and varied tasks.    

 

As usual, nearly every able-bodied mem-
ber of the congregation and many friends 
and relatives of parishioners took part in 
the effort in some way; Many thanks to 
Debby and Kelly; Becky, Chris and Ellie 
Babo; Anne Bardol, Julie Creed, Ann 
Edwards, Deb Huck, Donna Fuller, Lisa 
Furey, Joanne Hopkins, Jane Jones, Elea- 

 
nor McDonald (and school-friend Haley), 
Bethia Nier, MaryAnn Robinson, Nancy 
White, Jim Wassink; and friends of the 
parish Marsha Groce, Marydawn Meeder, 
Coleen Howser, Nancy Schaffer, Virginia  

Schlossberg, Hazel Sparling, Ron Rog, El-
len Robinson and Debbie Teachman. 
They come from as far away as Chicago, 
and they keep coming back.  And, as Deb-
by often observes, we are all still speaking 
to each other.  Thanks to all.                 + 

 

Annual Meeting 
 

Holy Cross’s annual parish meeting will 
take place, as usual, on the last Sunday in 
October.  We will have brunch that week 
instead of the previous one, so we can be 
well-fed for our discussions of past, pre-
sent and future projects. What to do with 
our Wine Festival profits; the state of the 
parking lot and lift, and funds thereof; 
the possible new organ, and next steps in 
giving ourselves away are some of the 
agenda items.  We will also elect delegates 
to the diocesan convention, examine next 
year’s budget and consider changes to the 
BC.   People in charge of parish organisa-
tions should start now to prepare their 
reports for inclusion in the annual parish 
report. If members want to suggest addi-
tional agenda items, see Carol or any Bi-
shop’s Committee member.                   + 
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                            October  

                 Calendar 
  

1, 3 – Church open for prayer             10 – 2  
  6 – Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
The Gospel according to Harry Potter   4 pm 
  7 – AA Open meeting                    8 pm 
8, 10 – Church open for prayer      10 – 2 
11 – Supper/study/service               6 pm  
13 – Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
14 – AA Open meeting                    8 pm 
15, 17 – Church open for prayer   10 – 2  
18 – Supper/study/service               6 pm  
20 – Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
  Visit from Rev. Cathy Dempesey-Sims 
              BC meeting                       Noon 
            (brunch postponed till next week) 
21 – AA Open meeting                    8 pm 
22, 24 – Church open for prayer   10 – 2 
25 – Supper/study/service               6 pm  
26 – Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 
        ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
              (and Brunch)              11:30 am     
  -    Gospel acc. to Harry Potter        4 pm 
27 – AA Open meeting                  8 pm 
29, 31 – Church open for prayer   10 – 2 
                  

       Birthdays 
  4– Alene Rohde         
14 – Hannah McDonald  
19 – Ginny Schwartz 
21 – Jim Hopkins 
28 – Catherine Miller 
30 – Lorre Beach 

 

The Gospel According to 

– 
 
a new discussion and activity group, be-
gins on October 6 at 4.  About a dozen 
people have already registered on-line for 
the group, and more are welcome.  The 
format will include readings and video 
clips from the Potter books and movies, 
exploration of their relationship to the 
gospel of Jesus, and fun activities to build 
community and reinforce learnings. Parti-
cipants can register on HC’s website or 
Facebook page with whatever ‘house’ they 
have already been ‘sorted’ into, or await 
the verdict of the Sorting Hat on them as 
they arrive at the Hogwarts Academy of 
Biblical Studies. The Academy is planned 
to convene every other week from Octo-
ber 6 to December 29, covering (more or 
less) one of the seven Potter books in 
each session.   All Potter fans welcome!  + 

Supper and Study 
Meanwhile the long-running Friday night 
supper and study group is meeting erratic-
ally during grape-and-football season, but 
has begun to consider the book of Gene-
sis – always a fertile field for learning. 
New members are always welcome!     + 

 

Visit from the neighbors… 
On October 20 we will host Rev. Cathy 
Dempesy-Sims, the ‘Canon for Connec-
tions’ in the Diocese of Western NY. She 
is coming at Bp. Sean’s behest, to get ac-
quainted with NWPA parishes.              + 
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Notes from the      
        Treasurer 

Hooray…the 2019 Wine Festival is in the 
history books. And it was another record-
breaking year in pies made and sold.  The 
tentative total of everyone’s efforts is 
$6,917, a $1200 increase over last year.  
There is still money outstanding from 
some of our sales folks, but the biggest 
part of that is included. A final total will 
be available in next month’s Herald.  
 

In other news, the last section of the par-
king lot has been completed and should 
be available for use any day now.  The to-
tal cost of that project is $10,900 – ano-
ther item checked off our “to-do” list. 
Still to be purchased is the chair lift for 
the parish hall entrance. Fiske Associates 
has been asked to do an evaluation of the 
possibilities, and Scott Neff and others 
are doing research on available models. 
 

As stewards of Holy Cross, we can look 
back on everything that has been done 
for its preservation, praying that God 
would tell us, “Well done, good and 
faithful servants”.  With all our expenses 
paid, including those from the Wine Fes-
tival, here’s where we are: 

Beginning bal.  $       41 
 Incoming    10,558 
 Outgoing                 3,561 

Ending bal.  $  7,038 
Our ending balance is considerable and 
has plenty of places to be put to good use. 
Stay tuned to find where that might be. 
God is good!     Faithfully, Anne Bardol   + 

Candidate for ordination 

New member and jack-of-all-trades Chris 
Babo will take this week his first ‘official’ 
step toward candidacy for ordination in 
the Episcopal Church, attending the 
semi-annual Aspirants’ Retreat at the Ca-
thedral of St. Paul in Erie.  These meet-
ings bring together the Standing Commit-
tee and Commission on Ministry of the 
diocese with all those who have been ac-
cepted into the ordination process, for 
discussions that lead to evaluation of the 
candidates (a canonical responsibility for 
the committees) and direction as they for-
mulate their programs of education and 
Christian formation for leadership in the 
church. The process is undergoing revisi-
on as our diocese integrates its process 
with that of Western New York.  Pray for 
Chris and his family as it unfolds for him 
– and us.                                                 + 

 

 
 

  About those church bulletins… 
We seem to end each Sunday morning 
with nearly as many bulletins stacked on 
the entry table as we started with before 
the services.   What’s wrong with this pic-
ture? Bulletins are meant to be more than 
‘single-use’ items.  The Scripture lessons, 
hymns and prayers are all things you 
might wish to read again to inform your 
own prayers and thoughts.  Announce-
ments often refer to things coming up in 
the following week. So please take your 
bulletin home and let it be part of your 
life all week!                                          +  
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Warden’s Words (secondhand)…. 
The Warden sent a note this month to 
the effect that getting used to her new 
hearing aids is taking up all her extra 
mental space, and she couldn’t write an 
article about them without sounding ‘stu-
pid’.  Considering that this (usually quite 
arduous) process is taking place right in 
the middle of both pie-season and music-
al experiments in worship, it seems as if 
the Warden deserves the kindness and 
understanding of all HC inmates, and as-
surances that she is not stupid.  
 

Her remark, however, does bring up the 
crucial importance for all of us of being 
able to hear each other.  A useful exercise 
might be to imagine that we all need hea-
ring ‘aids’ of one kind or another, and 

 

 The Last Word. . .                                    

attention to each other’s verbal and non-
verbal ‘words’ is an important element of  
building what our Presiding Bishop calls 
the ‘Beloved Community’. The Warden’s 
words, and a report from the Bishop’s 
Committee (which specializes in this kind 
of listening, and had way too much fun at 
its last meeting) will return next month. +  

 

Food Pantry Report 
Don’t forget to bring in cereal as our do-
nation this month to the NE Food Pan-
try!  And October is our second month 
this year on duty there.  Our team has di-
minished, and new members would be 
helpful, to join those from the Assembly 
and St. Paul’s Lutheran Church.  Many 
thanks to our team – Debby Seifert, Don-
na Fuller, Anne Bardol, Lorre Beach, Be-
thia Nier and several former members.  If 
you would like to join the team, get in 
touch with Debby – 725.4510.               + 

The usual font for The Last Word’s heading is one called ‘Parchment’, an ornate design with roots 
in the 17th century. It will probably be back next month (when else would I ever get to use it?)  But 
what you see above will be familiar to every fan of the Harry Potter books, since it’s the specially-de-
signed font used in all the chapter headings and titles (and all the publicity for the fall study of the 
‘gospel’ according to Harry Potter).  It’s called ‘Lumos’, after the spell used to summon up light in 
dark places, just one of the many aspects of these wonderful books that remind us Christians of the 
presence of God in the world – any world, even that of Harry and Hogwarts School.   
 

There is no mention of religion in the wizarding world.  Nobody in that world goes to church on 
Sundays; nobody mentions God or any other ‘supreme being’; rituals for birth, death, weddings, 
coming of age and other important human events contain no reference to any supernatural powers 
except those wielded by the witches and wizards themselves – and those powers, though magical, 
are actually not ‘supernatural’ at all, because, in that world, they are merely natural to the people 
who have them.  The whole scene reminds me of what Bonhoeffer called ‘religionless Christianity.’ 
 

It gives you to think how much ‘religion’ can get in the way of being a Jesus-follower. There is a 
good case to be made, it seems to me, that insofar as the church has gotten co-opted into being an 
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agent of society, in charge of important human events, exactly so far has it become estranged from 
the mission of Jesus – which was never to bless the human order of things, but to challenge it to be-
come more like that of the Kingdom of God, which has precious little in common with the king-
doms of us.  Sure, it’s right that the Christian community should be there with us in the crucial ‘tip-
ping-points’ of our lives – but most people imagine that that’s what the church is actually for, rather 
than recognizing that its presence there is only as an adjunct to what it’s really for: proclaiming the 
breaking-in of God’s ways into ours, with all the resulting upheaval that that entails.   
 

To me, there’s something almost blasphemous about bringing into a church, for instance, one of 
those modern wedding celebrations that cost as much as a new house for the couple, and seem to 
function mainly as an advertisement of the bride’s (or her family’s) ability to squander vast sums of 
money on a ritual that is, statistically, just as likely to precede a divorce as a lifelong partnership.  
The sooner the church gets out of that racket, the happier I will be.  And that’s just one instance……  
 

Jesus didn’t put us in business to sanctify the world’s business-as-usual; he calls us to show the 
world a new reality, a new way of relating to each other, a new set of values (which don’t include 
squandering resources on meaningless display), a new order for the world, in which ‘magic’ is nor-
mal and care, not power, is the basic reality; an order based on truth and justice.   In Harry Potter’s 
world he is told – and repeatedly shown – that (as Albus Dumbledore says so often) love is the most 
powerful reality, powerful enough to save a baby’s life and defeat the forces that have mastered 
every avenue, every tool, of power.  It is love that defines right and wrong, good and evil; love is the 
basis of every important action in the story of Harry’s defeat of ultimate evil, and what allows it to 
be destroyed. Seen as it is in the Potter world, stripped of all the clutter of ‘religion’, it shines out 
stark and clear, inviting us to see it exactly as it is, freed of the ways in which we have dumbed it 
down, cluttered it up, clothed it in ritual and doctrine, imprisoned it behind walls and locked 
doors, insisted that it be what we need it to be, rather than what God designed it to be.   
 

To get to Hogwarts School, everyone must leave from King’s Cross Station in London.  This is a 
real place, the rail station you leave from when you travel north from the city, but in Potter-world 
it’s also a place that provides entry into a different mode of existence. When Harry enters the realm 
of the dead for a glimpse of where he could remain if he chose, out of the horrible conflict with evil, 
he finds himself once more in – King’s Cross.   To get to the place where we might stand a chance 
of meeting God and ultimate reality, it seems to me that all of us need to go to that place– the place 
of absolute denial of ‘the world’ and it’s fake ‘realities’; the place where you start on all journeys to-
ward magic and the real mysteries of life and death; the place where all choices become clear and 
you get marching orders and sustenance for the journey all at once; the place called King’s Cross, 
which all of us in this parish that bears its name should recognize at once and know in our deepest 
hearts as home.  It will be interesting to bring together the people who instinctively love the story of 
Harry and his fight for good against pure evil (‘there is no right or wrong, only power and those too 
weak to use it….’), and the story of the One who vanquished evil in a different way, but at the same 
cost, and see how that ancient story (shorn of its baggage of ‘religion’, tradition, doctrine) comes 
alive in the modern one. It could be the sweetest bit of ‘evangelism’ we’ve ever done.     Carol    +
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+   Episcopal Church of the Holy Cross    + 
          51 West Main Street 

          North East, PA 16428 
 

 
 
 
Annual Parish Meeting, October 27 
 

The Holy Cross Herald is the monthly publication of the Episcopal Church of the Holy 
Cross, 51 West Main Street in North East, 16428 – also at (814) 725-4679, or on the Web 
at www.holycrossne.org.  Subscribe to the e-edition online – just send your e-mail address 
to us via the ‘contact’ function on the website.   Whoever you are, the Episcopal Church 
welcomes you!  We seek to worship God in openness, charity and joy, and serve our 
neighbors near and far. 
 

Weekly Calendar 
 

Sunday  8:30 and 10:30 am - Holy Eucharist 
          11:30 am    -    Coffee and fellowship 
        (third Sunday)   Parish brunch  
 4 pm  (every other week) – Gospel according                   
                 to Harry Potter  Parish hall upstairs                
 

Monday  8 pm - Alcoholics Anonymous  
               open meeting         Downstairs lounge  
 

Friday      Supper and study                   6 pm 
                                            Parish hall upstairs                
Saturday  (third)   Craft Group         10 am 
                                           Parish hall upstairs 
 

In this issue: 

Annual meeting                -                 p. 1 
Birthdays                      -                   Insert 
Bulletins                       -                      p. 3 
Calendar                       -                  Insert 
Candidate for ordination     -              p. 3 
Food Pantry report           -                  p. 4 
Prayer list                        -                   p. 5 
Service list                       -                   p. 5 
Study opportunities           -                p. 2 
Treasurer’s report                -               p. 3 
Visitor from WNY           -                  p. 2 
Warden report                 -                  p. 4 
Wine Festival wrap-up         -               p. 1 

http://www.holycrossne.org/
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In our prayers +    Healing: David, Reid, Roland, Sue, Walter and his family, Martha, Janet, Jim, Bill, 
Katie, Carlo, Gloria, Ian, Juanita, Dale, John, Joseph, Jason, Mia,  Nels, Gianna, Peggy, Gayle, Dan, Susie, Jane, 
Amber, John and Becky, Chris, Owen, Catherine, Ron, Ken, Jim, Scott, Bill, Ruth, Rich, Mark, Marissa, Jan...… 
Corey, Danny, Morgan, Keith, Chris, Zach, Harrison, Cara, Cordell, David, Jennifer, Ryan and Jade, Justin, Cyd-
ney, Mack, Mason                                                      
The poor and oppressed, unemployed and destitute, prisoners and captives (especially the innocent, and all those 
under torture); refugees and all victims of war, terror, and disaster; the homeless, hungry, abused, enslaved, addic-
ted, lonely, bereaved or afraid                                                             
                                                                                         Candidates for baptism:  Becky and Ellie        

Our church: Our mission, leaders and ministries            Fellow Christians: North East neighbors; the persecuted 
 

                                     

                

                                            October 6              october 13             october 20             october 27 
                                  

Altar Guild             Lisa Furey                   Debby Seifert                Anne Bardol                 Deb Huck      
  

Lector                         Julie Creed                    Deb Huck                    Jane Jones                    Tiffany Keith 
                                                                                          
Chalice                            Lisa Furey                   Anne Bardol                  Lisa Furey                     Anne Bardol                                        
 

Coffee                      Debby Seifert               Donna Fuller                 Deb Huck                      BRUNCH     

Tellers                     Huck/Hopkins           Beach/Seifert                Creed/volunteer             Furey/Jones                                                                                   
 

Trash                                                                            –       Anne Bardol      -  
                         Many thanks to all who volunteer for these important jobs! 

  


